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Your Excellency Mr. Vice President of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria

Honorable Ministers and other Officials of Government

Mr. Secretary General

Heads of Delegation

Members of the Diplomatic Corps and Development Partners

Our Distinguished Experts and Delegates

Fellow Participants

Members of the Fourth Estate

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen

Mr. Vice President, please extend to His Excellency Muhammadu
Buhari, President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, and the
Nigerian people, our profound thanks and appreciation for
hospitality accorded us since our arrival here in Abuja, the
political capital of West Africa.

Mr. Vice President, the Federal Republic of Nigeria has been a
key partner to the Republic of Liberia and I would be remiss if I



didn’t use this opportunity to recognize and appreciate the many
sacrifices made by the Government and people of Nigeria to the
benefit and survival of the Liberian nation state. We owe this
great country a debt of gratitude.

Exactly one year ago, we met in the historic city of Monrovia to
conduct the regular business of the Council of Ministers of the
Fisheries Committee of the West Central Gulf of Guinea
(FCWC). At that meeting, several decisions were taken raging
from the review of the implementation of previous projects to the
setting of new priorities for the ensuing year. It was during that
meeting, as is customary, that the chairmanship of the Council of
Ministers was conferred on Liberia.

Mr. Vice President

Honorable Ministers

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen

Today, we are gathered here at this 10th Conference of Ministers
of the FCWC to conduct the regular business of the organization.
We have indeed come a long way and as we celebrate a DECADE
of existence, no theme is more befitting than "Investing for
Growth and Sustainability in Fisheries in West Africa."
Indeed, we must find ways and explore opportunities that will
ensure that our priced fishery resources do enhance our economic
growth in a sustainable manner. Let me be quick to mention that
the potential of fishery goes beyond the resources found only in
the marine environment.



Mr. Vice President

Honorable Ministers

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen

It is important that we all continue to bear in mind that fish is not
only a source of animal protein for the more than 375 million
people of West Africa; fish is also a viable economic resource that
provides employment and livelihood for more than 100 million
people in West Africa. There is a need to take the management of
our fishery resources very seriously.

Before I forget, permit me to take this time to thank the Secretary
General of the FCWC and his team for successfully organizing
and hosting this 10th Ministerial Session.

It is my understanding that for the past few days, the Advisory
and Coordinating Committee has been working tirelessly on
issues pertinent to the advancement of the strategic objectives of
the FCWC including preparation of budgets and status reports and
other recommendations for our consideration.

I have no doubt they have done an excellent job and if you do not
mind, please join me in awarding them a round of applause for a
job well done.



Mr. Vice President

Honorable Ministers

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen

Later today, we will be reviewing and probably endorsing the
road map which our team of experts have put together to assist us
achieve our goal of investing for growth and sustainability in
fisheries. These will, no doubt, require us to go beyond mere
words to practical actions that deal with issues including fish trade
and its barriers; transshipment and illegal fishing activities;
management, conservation and utilization of fisheries resources;
regional cooperation; harmonization of policies, procedures,
legislation and enforcement actions; research and statistics;
communication and information sharing; as well as excellent
management of the Secretariat,  in   contributing to socio-
economic well-being of the population and in promoting an
improved governance of fisheries and marine resources of the sub
region.

While the support of our partners will be important in helping us
achieve these objectives, our national governments will have to
take the lead. Our partners are only there to assist; it is not their
responsibilities. Fisheries can and should be a viable economic
sector and not a donor project per se.

Before taking my seat, I want to encourage all Member Countries
to kindly consider ratifying the 2009 Port State Measures
Agreement to enable the organization to develop the appropriate



strategy and implementation plan that will further assist in the
fight against IUU.

Furthermore, member countries, including my own country of
Liberia, need to fulfill their financial obligations to the FCWC so
that the good work can continue.

Finally, let me inform you that today, we the Ministers in charge
of fisheries must ensure that the various recommendations
adopted by the Advisory and Coordinating Committee including
the 2018 work plan for implementation by the Secretariat are
carefully reviewed and endorsed to indicate our support towards
investment for growth and sustainability both at the country and
organizational levels.

I look forward to a wonderful Conference in the next few hours.

THANK YOU


